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Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to you regarding one of the Sutton Trust’s priority areas: contextual admissions. We know that 

lots of universities are doing great work to adopt and improve their contextual admissions policies and many 

of you share our concerns that if disadvantaged students are not aware that they may be eligible for a 

contextual offer, they may not make an application in the first place.  

We are therefore working with UCAS to make information on contextual offers more easily accessible for 

students, and to think about future improvements. There are two opportunities that have come out of our 

discussions so far that we thought it useful to flag: 

UCAS free entry text box 

UCAS are seeking to better promote the use of their free entry text box function, which is shown to 

applicants alongside a course’s entry requirements. This box can be used to include information on any 

contextual offers available and is already being used in this way by some universities. You can include details, 

for example indicating whether a contextual offer is available for each course, and if so, including a link to 

relevant pages on your institution’s website. This information can be submitted via the UCAS Collection 

Return. The free entry text box can be found in the ‘Standard qualification requirements’ section, specifically 

the ‘Further details’ free text box under qualification (e.g. ‘A level’).  

UCAS would also like providers to work with them on ways to enhance how this information is collected and 

displayed going forward. If you have any further questions or input about this process, please contact UCAS’ 

data collection team, who can be reached by email (coursesdata@ucas.ac.uk) or by phone (01242 544 864).  

Minimum entry requirements 

Looking to the future, we are also keen to explore how recent changes in Scotland could be replicated across 

the rest of the UK. In Scotland, institutions now publish ‘Minimum Entry Requirements’ on UCAS, to set out 

their standard offer for widening participation students in a clear and accessible way. This entry field is 

currently only available for Scottish institutions, but UCAS are happy to facilitate its use if other providers 

would like to display their offers in this way. If you are interested in doing so, please get in contact either 

with myself at the Sutton Trust, or with UCAS, to discuss the opportunity further.    

As always, thank you for your ongoing support and partnership with the Trust. I hope this letter is useful and 

acts as a resource to support your work in promoting widening access at your institution. Contextual 

admissions are a subject it would be good to talk about further at our January event for Heads of WP, for 

those of you who can make it, but I would of course be interested in any feedback in the meantime.  

Yours sincerely,   

 

 

Laura Bruce  

Director of Programmes at the Sutton Trust  
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