
Students can sample Yale life 
at Ivy League summer school 
Students in Wales are to 
be offered the chance to 
try life at one of the 
world’s top universities – 
free of charge. Education 
editor Abbie Wightwick 
reports

A
LEVEL students from Wales 
will get the chance to study at 
one of the world’s top univer-

sities free of charge.
Yale University has announced it 

will take 11 sixth-formers from Wales 
to attend its two-week Yale Young 
Global Scholars programme at its US 
or China campus this summer, at no 
cost.

he scheme, described  as “a rare 
and exciting opportunity”, is being 
run in a partnership with the Seren 
Network, the programme set up to 
broaden academic horizons of high- 
performing students at mainstream 
schools in Wales and encourage 
more to apply to Oxbridge and other 
leading universities.

Yale, whose graduates include Bill 
and Hillary Clinton, is ofering 11 
top-performing Year 12 students 
from Wales a taste of university life 
at its main campus in Connecticut  
or its Beijing campus, with the 
$6,000 cost covered jointly by Seren.

he students, who have to be in 
the Seren network, will be selected 
via a competitive application pro-
cess through their schools. 

One student from each of the 
Seren hubs around Wales will be 
chosen to attend the programme at 
the Ivy League institution. 

A similar collaboration between 
Seren and Jesus College Oxford last 

summer resulted in 73% of attendees 
subsequently applying to Oxford. It 
was so successful that it will now tre-
ble in size, ofering around 70 pupils 
the chance to sample life at a sum-
mer school at Jesus this August,

he summer school for Yale is 
being ofered in a range of subjects; 
applied science and engineering, 
international afairs and security, 
frontiers of science and technology, 
sustainable development and social 
entrepreneurship, politics, law and 
economics, biological and biomedi-
cal science and Asia in the 21st Cen-
tury.

Liam Rahman, a Yale graduate 
who now works as a representative 

for Yale in Wales, said: “Since return-
ing to Wales last year it’s been a real 
privilege to work with high-potential 
Welsh students through the Seren 
Network and Yale’s Alumni Schools 
Committee.

“Over the past few months I’ve 

worked to build the relationship 
between Yale and he Seren Net-
work, which has culminated in this 
fantastic partnership and scholar-
ship opportunity. his scholarship 
will deliver life-changing opportuni-
ties to some of Wales’ brightest sixth- 
formers and gives Yale the opportu-
nity to access some of Wales’ very 
best talent.”

A former student at the summer 
school, which she attended with 
funding from the Sutton Trust, 
described it as “like being in a movie”.

Morgan Cronin, from Pontypridd, 
is now studying at Yale after getting 
an unconditional ofer to study 
maths or physics last year.

he former Hawthorn High pupil 
was the �rst member of her family to 
go to university when she started at 
Yale this academic year.

After attending the summer camp 
and being ofered a place, she said: 
“It was a bit scary. I felt I was in a 
movie. I fell in love with Yale and 
really want to study there.

“he campus is beautiful and the 
more I looked into it felt like some-
where I belonged.

“hey share the same values and I 
felt people would be like me. Yale 
puts big importance on service to 
the community and sustainability 
and they want to encourage women 
into science, technology, engineer-
ing and maths.”

he Seren Network said in a state-
ment: “his is a rare and exciting 
opportunity for Welsh students and 
it’s the �rst-ever government part-
nership that Yale University has 
established. 

“he Yale Young Global Scholars 
programme is a unique opportunity 
to get a taste of what it’s like to study 



at one of the most prestigious uni-
versities in the world.” 

he Seren Network is a national 
network of 11 hubs in every school 
and college with a sixth form in 
Wales.

Hubs are run in partnerships of 
schools and FE colleges, supported 
by local government, Welsh Govern-
ment and leading universities.

It was set up in 2015 to get more 
Welsh learners into the UK’s top uni-
versities in response to recommen-
dations made by former Welsh Sec-
retary Paul Murphy in his review of 
Oxbridge admissions.

Students wanting to apply to the 
summer school must be in the Seren 
Network and will have details from 
their schools, Seren said.
■ �e Yale family has a long
ancestry in Wales stretching back
to the 15th century when they set-
tled in Plas yn Ial, Llanarmon yn
Ial, Denbighshire, and adopted the
Yale surname. Yale college is
named after Elihu Yale, whose
great-grandfather, Dr David Yale,
bought the Plas Grono estate,
Wrexham, which is now part of the
Erddig estate. 
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